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Who could have imagined even a month ago that churches
would not be able to gather for weekly worship services and
Bible study? For most of us in America, this was a first. Pas-
tors, worship leaders, and Bible study leaders were faced with
a dilemma where they had no contingency plan. How do we
continue to shepherd the flock when we can’t see them? How
do we maintain the teaching/preaching/worshipping element
of the church so crucial to individual spiritual growth? How
do we minister to a locked-down community? These were the
questions many were asking.

Social distancing seems to be an oxymoron. “Social” means
needing companionship in community while “distancing”
means making someone remote or far off. One of the essential
elements of the church is fellowship within the community of
faith. However, I have observed over the past 3-4 weeks how
churches have adapted to new ways of fulfilling their calling.
Live-streaming, Facebook Live, Zoom and Vimeo have be-
come a part of our everyday vocabulary, which has precipitated
a swift learning curve for many. Some churches are prerecord-
ing worship to be uploaded to a social media platform, while
others are using livestream tools for simultaneous participa-
tion. Drive-in worship services, where congregants remain in
their cars in the church parking lot listening to music and mes-

Randy Covington, Executive Director

The Church Has Left The Building

sages either by loudspeaker or by FM transmission, are becom-
ing popular as well.

What was normal for us has become abnormal and has cre-
ated a great deal of anxiety. This experience has allowed us a
taste of what believers in countries that forbid religious free-
dom perceive as normal. What else can we learn from this lock-
down? It has forced us to expand the use of technology in our
proclamation of the gospel. Churches are finding that they are
reaching a wider audience when they are on-line. What about
giving? Digital, text and draft giving have become essential
conduits for maintaining the support of the local ministry.
These are good lessons that will serve us well after the corona-
virus pandemic has subsided and we can return to our church
buildings.

I pray that as we endure this temporary restriction to our
basic freedoms, we will continue to be the church. The building
is empty, but the church is still alive and well. Maybe God is
trying to teach us something important. This one thing [ know!
Every crisis in history has been followed by an earnest pursuit
of answers to life’s dilemma. It is an opportune moment for the
church to share that our hope is in God and there is nothing to
fear when we are in His hands. May the church be ready to re-
spond with the hope of the gospel for a lost and hurting world.

Alaskan community.

Sarah Cambridge was unanimously elected by the Board of Directors of Birchwood Be-
havioral Health on April 14 to serve as the next Executive Director. She began her service
with Birchwood Behavioral Health in 2016 after completing her Master’s degree in Psychol-
ogy from American Public University. During her time at Birchwood, Sarah has served in
many different positions. Her current role is outpatient clinician seeing 12-15 clients a week.
Sarah lives by the motto, “See a need, fill a need.” She believes in using the gifts that God
has given her to support the mental and emotional needs of families and children within the

Sarah was raised in a Christian family, accepted Christ as her Lord and Savior at the age of
14 and was baptized. She has attended a Christian Church in Eagle River since moving here in

2011. She has been married for twenty years to Michael and they have raised two children,
Christian and Kristyna, here in Alaska. The Cambridge family also includes their dog, Lucky.
When Sarah is not working, she enjoys traveling, camping, hiking, fishing, four-wheeling and
playing board games with her family.

Originally from southern California, Sarah met Michael in high school and they married
in November 2000. Michael joined the Air Force in 2000 and has served several overseas
deployments to the Middle East, South Korea and Italy. Eventually receiving orders to JBER,
the Cambridge family drove to Alaska, making their home in Eagle River.

In 2015, Sarah completed her master’s degree in Psychology. She said, “I decided that I
wanted to use my education and talents to help others. This led to coming to work at Birch-
wood Behavioral Health. Alaska is where we want to raise our children and build our lives.
We have strong ties to our community and have no plans to leave Alaska.”
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Jae McKee, State Director of Church Planting and Missions

In order for God to bring something new, He
must disrupt something normal.

In order for God to bring something new, He must
disrupt something normal.

In chapter 3 of the book of Joshua, we read of Joshua
leading the entire nation of Israel to a flooded Jordan Riv-
er to watch God miraculously part the water, allowing 2
million people to cross on dry ground and finally enter the
Promised Land.

Forty years prior, God had delivered His people from
the captivity and slavery of Egypt to the edge of this
Promised Land, only to have the people shrink back in
fear and disbelief that God could deliver what He prom-
ised. The result was that the nation of Israel, instead of
acting on faith and accepting the gift God was trying to
give them, was condemned to wander around in the wil-
derness until the generation of disobedient unbelievers
passed away. For forty years God supplied the nation with
food (manna) and water as they wandered around thinking
God had abandoned them while, in truth, He was provid-
ing for their every need.

A generation of Israelite children were born and grew
up and watched their predecessors die in the wilderness.
To them it was normal to get up every day, gather food
and go about the daily necessities of life in the wilderness.

They didn’t know anything different. To this generation
it was considered normal. But all of this was about to
change.

The entire nation of Israel would be transformed from
a lost, disobedient nation without a land to call their own,
into a delivered people entering an inheritance promised
to their forefathers by The Creator.

The details of the miraculous river crossing are sig-
nificant. The astounding obedience and faith required to
follow cannot be overstated. The courage and persever-
ance of the priests to stand in the riverbed, surrounded
by the walls of water, and bear the Ark of the Testimony
while two million people filed by into safety challenges
my imagination.

God was bringing something new. But in order to bring
the new, He had to disrupt the normal.

Our normal has been disrupted.

What is God doing that is new in you?

I’m praying for each of you. I’'m praying that you and
I, like Joshua and the Israclites, will hear what God is
speaking to us and be enthusiastically obedient to His in-
structions, having the faith to put our feet into the flood-
waters if that is what He commands.
Serving together for the glory of God.

To volunteer contact lgyrc@mtaonline.net
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Pandemic

It’s a word most of us didn’t give much thought to out-
side of dystopian novels and Hollywood thrillers. Outside
of far flung corners of the world and a near miss with the
Swine Flu in 2009, the very idea of the entire world com-
ing to a grinding halt, all at the same time, was surely a
thought far from our minds and, even should we contem-
plate it, I doubt we would have crafted the scenarios we
currently find ourselves in:

* Sanitizing groceries we’ve had delivered to our
front doors

* HAVING groceries delivered to our front doors as
a normal function

* The obliteration of the handshake for the foresee-
able future

* Radical changes to daily life and work that finds
us embracing technology in new ways and altering our
normal habits and routines

All of this radical change has had great effect on our
churches, ministries, members, and the people who lead
them. Words that buzz around our condition such as anx-
ious, fearful, grief, and loss give rise to the specter of the
unknown as we wait each day for another bit of news and
insight. It is no wonder that the world around us is seek-
ing answers and lashing out. Even for those of great faith,
these times can be trying and tempt us to give audience to
despair. I’ve felt the dogs of desperation nipping around
my own ankles as I have struggled with the tensions be-
tween personal liberty and compassion toward others.
The pressures of attempting to guide the church God lets
me serve, and other organizations for which I bear some
responsibility, have felt at times, overwhelming. It is no
short walk to a place of anger and resentment for the situ-
ation in which we find ourselves.

And yet... as I choose to turn my eyes toward Jesus, |
find again our Rock and our Fortress; the One who will

Tracy Simmons, President, Alaska Baptist Resource Network

never leave nor forsake us; the ONE who causes all things
to work together for good, to those who love Him and are
called according to His purpose.

And I find my bearings once again. It does not make me
blind or deaf to the cares of the world around me. Neither
does it eliminate my deep concern and desire to see all of
this come to an end. What it DOES do, is remind of the
words in Romans 8:38: For I am sure that neither death
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present or
things to come, nor powers, nor heights nor depth, nor
ANYTHING ELSE IN ALL CREATION, will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
lord.

And so, I encourage you to remain steadfast in your
trust and dependence on the presence and person of Jesus
Christ. As you minister to your congregations and to one
another, I pray you will keep the promise of the love of
God close to your mind. With it as your guide, take practi-
cal action to engage with one another during this time of
physical distancing. I’'m sure you’ve recognized in your-
self and others, the growing need to be connected in mean-
ingful ways, as much as possible. Ultimately, be reminded
that we will get through this. It will come to an end. It is
my sincere prayer that when the time comes, those whom
we serve, and those who have observed from afar, will say
they have seen us living out our faith as those who trust in
the love of God in Christ Jesus, above all fears, anxieties,
troubles, and calamities which may come our way.

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace
at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all. ~
Thessalonians 3:16
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The staff of the Alaska Baptist Resource Network reserves the right to edit submitted information for content and space.
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Thank yeu,

Because of
your congregation’s
Cooperative Program givin
through the
Alaska Baptist
Resource Network,
in March 2020

$27,968.80

remained in Alaska
1{e]
missions and ministries.

Adelphoi
Agape Fellowship

Alaska Tu-Mienh First Baptist Church

Anchor Baptist Church
Anderson Community Church
Aquillaq Baptist Mission

Big Lake Baptist Church
Bodenburg Butte Baptist Church
Calvary Baptist Church

Catalyst Church

Christ Community Church
Clearwater Baptist Church
Cliffside Community Chapel

$400.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$3,595.75
$1,075.98
$1,363.70
$0.00
$400.00
$0.00
$0.00

Coffman Cove Community Baptist Church $0.00

Cold Bay Chapel
College Heights Baptist Church
Cross Roads Baptist Church

8] CrossCountry Church
-

Dillingham Bible Fellowship

Eagle River Korean Baptist Church
Emmanuel Baptist Church
Fairview Loop Baptist Church
Faith Baptist Church

Faith Recovery Fellowship

Filipino Bible Church

First Baptist Church of Anchorage
First Baptist Church of Eagle River
First Baptist Church of Fairbanks
First Baptist Church of North Pole
First Baptist Church, Delta Junction
First Baptist Church, Juneau

First Baptist Church, Kenai

First Baptist Church, Kotzebue
First Baptist Church, Palmer

First Baptist Church, Petersburg
First Baptist Church, Sitka

First Baptist Church, Soldotna
First Baptist Church, Valdez

First Baptist Church, Wasilla

First Baptist Church, Willow

First Hmong Baptist Church

First Korean Baptist Church

First Native Baptist Church
Friendship Baptist Mission
Frontier Baptist Church

| Frontier Fellowship

Frontier Native Church

Frontier Southern Baptist Church
Gilead Ministries

Glacier Valley Baptist Church
Grandview Baptist Church

Greater Friendship Baptist Church
Hillside Baptist Church

Hoonah Baptist Mission

Iglesia Bautista Hispana Sunset Hills
Immanuel Baptist Church

Journey Church

Juneau Korean Church

Kasaan Fellowship

Ketchikan Filipino Baptist Mission
Kiana Baptist Mission

Kobuk Baptist Church

Korean Baptist Church

Korean New Central Baptist Church
Lighthouse Community Church

Malamalama Fou (New Light) Church

Misc. Contributors-Cash
Montana Creek Baptist Church
Moose Creek Baptist Church
Moose Pass Community Church

| Morning Star Baptist Church

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church
Mount Redoubt Baptist Church

| Mountain View Community Church

Muldoon Road Baptist Church

| New Birth Christian Church
| New Grace Christian Church

New Hope Baptist Church

New Hope Fellowship

North Bear Street Baptist Church
North Tongass Baptist Church

J Northern Lights Missions

$0.00

$11,502.79

$2,824.00
$600.00
$2,472.20
$100.00
$336.67
$8,754.29
$3,948.30
$0.00
$875.00
$5,202.39
$7,871.54
$1,612.27
$4,228.00
$8,174.16
$2,073.56
$962.04
$0.00
$850.00
$0.00
$1,001.00
$680.00
$3,002.96
$1,803.15
$717.93
$0.00
$450.00
$437.00
$1,123.58
$0.00
$400.00
$46.44
$1,798.89
$0.00
$0.00
$7,531.98
$3,600.00
$3,247.44
$0.00
$173.80
$208.72
$0.00
$90.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$300.00
$150.00
$0.00
$0.00
$2,955.33
$0.00
$0.00
$716.66
$0.00
$0.00
$150.00
$0.00
$500.00
$1,000.00
$4,431.00
$175.00
$0.00
$0.00
$200.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1,519.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$100.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$2,786.15
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$975.00
$0.00
$0.00
-$510.00
$400.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$172.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$9,054.33
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$450.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$510.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$154.00
$160.34
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$20.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$150.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1,490.00
$1,250.00
$894.23
$0.00
$565.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$4,011.00
$1,631.00
$200.00
$2,600.00
$0.00
$460.06
$5,399.34
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$3,058.00
$4,810.00
$940.00
$1,504.00
$10,593.74
$1,976.00
$160.34
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$200.00
$828.16
$0.00
$3,438.10
$2,297.10
$0.00
$455.00
$0.00
$950.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$4,150.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$500.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$600.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$300.00
$0.00
$1,118.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$100.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
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$400.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$6,604.75
$2,325.98
$2,257.93
$0.00
$1,065.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$18,299.94
$4,905.00
$800.00
$5,072.20
$100.00
$796.73
$14,663.63
$5,023.30
$0.00
$875.00
$7,750.39
$13,081.54
$2,552.27
$5,732.00
$18,767.90
$4,375.56
$1,282.72
$0.00
$850.00
$0.00
$1,201.00
$1,508.16
$3,002.96
$5,241.25
$3,015.03
$0.00
$905.00
$437.00
$2,073.58
$0.00
$400.00
$46.44
$1,798.89
$0.00
$0.00
$11,701.98
$3,600.00
$3,247.44
$0.00
$173.80
$208.72
$0.00
$240.00
$0.00
$500.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$300.00
$150.00
$0.00
$9,054.33
$3,555.33
$0.00
$0.00
$716.66
$0.00
$0.00
$150.00
$0.00
$800.00
$1,000.00
$5,549.00
$175.00
$0.00
$0.00
$200.00
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Pathway Discipleship Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pioneer Baptist Church of Wasilla $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Rabbit Creek Church $1,765.76 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,765.76
River In The Desert Community Church  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Riverside Chapel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Roots @ Night $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Roots Family Church, Kasilof $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100.00
Roots Family Church, Soldotna $600.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $600.00
Sabbath Peace Fellowship $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Salcha Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Sand Lake Fellowship $193.20 $32.20 $32.20 $332.20 $0.00 $589.80
Sand Point Baptist Chapel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Set Free $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100.00
Settler’s Bay Community Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,014.74 $0.00 $2,014.74
Seward Bible Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shannon Park Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shungnak Baptist Mission $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Solid Rock Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
St. John Baptist Church $1,714.96 $0.00 $0.00 $20.00 $0.00 $1,734.96
Sunset Hills Baptist Church $3,012.90 $0.00 $0.00 $680.00 $0.00 $3,692.90
Tenakee Springs Community Church ~ $437.25 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $437.25
The Crossing @ Birchwood $1,200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,200.00
Thorne Bay Baptist Church $114.73 $0.00 $0.00 $20.00 $0.00 $134.73
Togiak Baptist Mission $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Transitional Ministries $10.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $10.00
True North Church $7,283.53 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $7,283.53
True North Church Girdwood $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
UBC-Chinese Fellowship $222.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $222.00
Unalaska Reformed Church $1,035.01 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,035.01
University Baptist Church, Anchorage $1,181.02 $0.00 $0.00 $561.41 $0.00 $1,742.43
University Baptist Church, Fairbanks $3,741.00 $0.00 $400.00 $4,955.00 $0.00 $9,096.00
Valley View Baptist Church $1,575.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,575.00
Wasilla Korean Baptist Church $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $300.00
‘White Cliffs Church $3,135.72 $0.00 $0.00 $2,600.00 $0.00 $5,735.72
Whittier Christian Community Church $337.70 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $337.70
Williwaw Church $183.00 $67.00 $0.00 $56.00 $0.00 $306.00
Totals $134,356.30  $14,595.68 $1,876.54 $67,618.42 $100.00 $218,546.94
4Q 2019 1Q 2020 2Q 2020 3Q 2020 4Q 2020
2000 Club Call Receipts as of 3/31/2020  $70.00 $1,805.00 $330.00 $100.00 $100.00 $2,405.00

$220,951.94

Legend:

CP: Cooperative Program
SMO: Valeria Sherard State Mission Offering
AA: Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
LM: Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
WH: World Hunger

Alaska Baptist Convention
Cooperative Program Support

March

Receipts $34,961.00 $39,080.72

CP Goal $58,441.67 $54,246.22

Variance $(23,480.67) -40.18% $(15,165.50) -27.96%

Year-to-Date

Receipts $134,356.30 $149,845.96
CP Goal $175,325.01 $162,738.66
Variance $(40,968.71) $(12,892.70)
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN Pleace Pray tor
— APR « MAY ¢« JUN — our Pastorless Churches,

Aquillag Baptist Mission, Ambler
Chinese Fellowship, Fairbanks
Cold Bay Chapel

CrossCountry Church

First Baptist Church, Anchorage
First Baptist Church, Petersburg
Ketchikan Filipino Baptist Mission

July Riverside Chapel, King Salmon
6 ABRN and ABF offices closed for Independence Day Shungnak Baptist Mission

We are still accepting gifts to the First Quarter 2000 Club.

Due to the change of secretaries, the first quarter informational mailing was not made in 2020.

e

SECOND 2020

May

7 National Day of Prayer

10 Day of Prayer for Birchwood Behavioral Health
25 ABRN and ABF offices closed for Memorial Day

June
9-10 CANCELLED: SBC annual meeting Orlando

SECOND QUARTER FUNDS WL BE
DESIGNATED T? THE NN -REQUESTED "

-

FUND Ti BE ASSIGHED, AS NEEDED,
AT A IATER DATE,

Subscribe/Unsubscribe to the Alaska Baptist Milepost

1750 O’Malley Road, Anchorage, AK 99507 « (907)344-9627V * (907)344-7044F » www.alaskabrn.com
The Alaska Baptist Milepost is provided through gifts to the Cooperative Program. E-mail: sylvia@alaskabrn.com
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