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That same truth goes for the family of God here in 
Alaska. As I travel across the state and worship in many 
of our churches, I am blessed as I meet members of the 
family of God that I have never known before, but with 
whom I share a mutual inheritance. The fellowship is 
sweet and gives us all a sense of belonging to some-
thing grander than our earthly family. Worship becomes 
a weekly reunion of brothers and sisters in Christ who 
need each other and join hearts together in praise to our 
Heavenly Father.

Alaska Baptists have a unique opportunity to come to-
gether annually in a family reunion that is a sacred privi-
lege afforded us as fellow members of God’s household. 
Like most other families, we have relatives with different 
personalities and different giftings that can sometimes 
lead to disagreements. But, in the end, you cannot dis-
own your family. That bond has been sealed in heaven 
and affixed for all eternity. Just like each member of the 
family has a responsibility to contribute to the health 
and welfare of the family, so do God’s children who are 
still here on earth. Our calling is to be unwavering in our 
mandate to take the invitation to become part of the fam-
ily of God to those who have yet to receive Christ. May 
we not be distracted and grow weary in doing His bid-
ding, and may we not give up hope for those who need to 
be part of the family of God.

One of the Gaither songs written in 1970 still comes to 
mind when I think about the relationship we share with 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Gloria Gaither shared the 
inspiring story of a member of their church family who 
was so severely burned in a garage explosion that he was 
not expected to live through the night. When the church 
family gathered to worship on Easter Sunday, they 
received the glorious news that he would survive the hor-
rendous accident. This memorable event led the Gaithers 
to pen the words to this great song, The Family of God.

When traveling overseas, I was overwhelmed as I wor-
shipped with members of God’s family in a language that 
I could not understand. Yet, I had the intimate sense of 
belonging with these brothers and sisters in Christ I had 
just met. It was such a wonderful reminder of the power 
of family to encourage, support, inspire and protect each 
other that draws us all closer together.

I am not oblivious to the fact that many people in our 
society today don’t know what it means to have a loving 
family around them. That was certainly not the case for 
me. My family was very close and, although my parents 
have passed on to glory, I still enjoy the moments I get 
to spend with my brothers and sisters, cousins, aunts and 
uncles and their children and grandchildren. While we 
share the name Covington, we also share in the promise 
of Ephesians 2:19 “So then, you are no longer foreign-
ers and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and members of God’s household,” (CSB)

THE FAMILY OF GOD

Randy CovingtonRandy Covington, , Executive DirectorExecutive Director

I’m so glad I’m a part of the Family of God,
I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by 
His blood!
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod,
For I’m part of the family,
The Family of God.

You will notice we say “brother and sister” ‘round 
here,
It’s because we’re a family and these are so near;
When one has a heartache, we all share the tears,
And rejoice in each victory in this family so dear.
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Associational and State Convention mission teams have 
come to Alaska to work alongside us on construction 
projects, camps, evangelism outreaches and Vacation 
Bible Schools and for these partners we are eternally 
grateful. If you would like to share pictures or stories of 
how you  and your church/ministry have been blessed 
this year, please send those to sylvia@alaskabrn.com for 
publication in the monthly Milepost as an encouragement 
and blessing to us all.

As our focus shifts to the upcoming fall, please re-
member to register for our Annual Meeting which will be 
held at Fairview Loop Baptist Church in Wasilla and be 
sure to plan to attend Impact Alaska on Monday evening 
as we will be spotlighting and celebrating God’s mission-
al activity in Alaska this year. Joining us will be Scotty 
Goldman (Global Missions Director Alabama State 
Board of Missions,) and Gordon Fort (IMB) for a time 
of encouragement and celebration followed by a dessert 
fellowship. Tracy Simmons will lead us in worship.

I am a little sad to see the passing of summer, but so 
thankful for the work that we have seen accomplished 
this year. May 2024 bring us closer to God and each 
other as we serve His Kingdom together in Alaska.

Alaska Baptists, we abound in blessings for which we 
should praise our Heavenly Father!

Each September we begin the process of promot-
ing and investing together in our State Mission Offer-
ing. Named for one of our pioneer missionaries, Valeria 
Sherard, our State Mission Offering is a resource for our 
churches and ministries to further advance the Kingdom 
of God here in Alaska.

Over the years the offering has assisted numerous new 
works, established churches, camps and Family Ser-
vices (Birchwood Behavioral Health) to be prepared and 
equipped for the work to which they are called.

God provides for His Kingdom work through His 
blessing and we are called and invited to participate in 
His work through our service, our generosity and our 
faithfulness to Him.

The goal for this year’s offering is $75,000. Please join 
me in participating to the ability that God directs you 
in meeting and exceeding this goal and seeing lives and 
eternities transformed by our cooperative efforts.

We have been, and continue to be, blessed this year 
by our partners in missions from other states. Church, 

Jae McKeeJae McKee, , State Director of Missions and Church PlantingState Director of Missions and Church Planting

Praise God from Whom ALL blessings flow!

Annual Church Profi le
REPORT DUE NOVEMBER 15, 2023

Fill out your ACP to maximize the number 
of messengers your church is allowed at 

the 2024 annual meeting!

Questions?
contact Debra Long at the ABRN offi  ce
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The trainees with trainer

Karen Smith, the Southern Baptist Disaster Relief / 
Send Relief mass feeding guru and ServSafe trainer, 
from Kentucky, came to the Hatcher Pass Associa-
tion on August 19, 2023.  She led a training on de-
ploying our SBDR equipment to villages during a 
disaster.  The class cooked a meal to practice quick 
response for feeding a group.  It took one hour and 
thirty minutes from set up to serving.  The class 
cooked rice and beans with added kielbasa, onions, 
peppers, celery and multiple spices.  They grilled 
fresh salmon, halibut and ling cod with a side of 
fresh zucchini. Dessert was peach dumplings.

Karen Smith
of Kentucky

The cooking process

The prepared meal

First Baptist Church in Soldotna has called Jeff 
(Debbie) Phillips as pastor. Jeff previously pastored 

in Oregon, Montana and Missouri.
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Impact! Alaska Conference
Monday, September 25, 2023

7:00 p.m.

dessert fellowship follows

Pastors’ Conference
9:00 a.m.

Alaska WMU
annual meeting

9:00 a.m.

ABRN annual meeting
Session I
1:45 p.m.

Supper Provided at 4:45

Session II
6:00 p.m.Breakfast Provided at 7:30

Tuesday, September 26, 2023

Breakfast Provided at 7:30

Monday, September 25, 2023

Wednesday, September 27, 2023

Lunch Provided at 12:00
sponsored by GuideStone Financial Services

Tuesday, September 26, 2023

Session III
9:00 a.m.

ABRN Annual Meeting ScheduleABRN Annual Meeting Schedule

••
••

Departing Anchorage August 1, 2023, First Baptist Church, Anchorage, sent a team of 25, which included 16 youth, to Spartan-
burg County Baptist Network in South Carolina. The team was divided into three groups to prepare the meal for the annual Wild Game 
Dinner at Morningside Baptist Church. Rachel Trekell’s team cooked 100 pounds of salmon. A hundred pounds of halibut was pre-
pared by Dustin Gamble’s team. Dessert was Eskimo Ice Cream put together by the team led by Amber Gamble. Moose stew, caribou 
sausage and whale muktuk were also on the menu. The team served 450 diners.

Door prizes from Alaska were given away. These included quilts, wall hangings, purses, and bags made by Alaskans, and given to 
children. Also given out were handmade knives and ulus.

Pastor Gary Moats spoke at the dinner and shared about missions in Alaska. The purpose of the dinner was evangelistic, and two 
men accepted Christ. On Sunday the group shared their testimony in area churches, and two of the youth led a local young person to 
faith in Christ. Lives were changed, and the trip was a success.

FBC-Anchorage
Spartanburg mission team

Eskimo Ice Cream prep teamsalmon prep team
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Your endowment
at work for

Eternal purposes.

The
Alaska Baptist

Foundation, Inc.
is the trust agency of 
the Alaska Baptist
Resource Network. 

The purpose of the 
Foundation is to raise, 

invest and manage
endowment funds; in so 

doing, to provide income 
for the support of Alaska 

and Southern Baptist 
agencies, institutions,

and causes.

Visit our website to find 
information on steward-
ship, estate planning, and 

planned giving.

www.abf.foundation

January-July 2023 Gifts from ABRN ChurchesJanuary-July 2023 Gifts from ABRN Churches

Agape Fellowship $599.19 $0.00 $550.18 $0.00 $0.00 $1,149.37
Alaska Iu-Mienh First Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Anchor of Hope $2,700.42 $0.00 $297.21 $297.21 $0.00 $3,294.84
Aquillaq Baptist Mission $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Big Lake Baptist Church $8,724.57 $0.00 $1,642.00 $1,195.00 $0.00 $11,561.57
Bodenburg Butte Baptist Church $4,180.04 $0.00 $2,213.00 $0.00 $0.00 $6,393.04
Calvary Baptist Church $2,178.14 $0.00 $810.00 $620.00 $0.00 $3,608.14
Christ Community Church $1,200.00 $0.00 $680.00 $1,380.00 $0.00 $3,260.00
Clearwater Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Cliffside Community Chapel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Coffman Cove Community Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Cold Bay Chapel $625.55 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $625.55
College Heights Baptist Church $24,954.64 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $24,954.64
Connection Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Cottonwood Creek Cowboy Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Cross Roads Baptist Church $7,240.00 $0.00 $2,110.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9,350.00
CrossCountry Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Dillingham Bible Fellowship $6,191.38 $0.00 $0.00 $3,665.00 $0.00 $9,856.38
Eagle River Korean Baptist Church $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $300.00
Fairbanks Korean Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Fairview Loop Baptist Church $15,970.77 $4,087.50 $800.00 $4,533.52 $0.00 $25,391.79
Faith Baptist Church $6,197.68 $0.00 $1,535.00 $2,050.00 $100.00 $9,882.68
Filipino Bible Church $1,750.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,750.00
First Baptist Church of Anchorage $7,273.49 $0.00 $8,642.00 $7,350.00 $0.00 $23,265.49
First Baptist Church of Eagle River $22,243.95 $0.00 $3,680.00 $1,944.00 $0.00 $27,867.95
First Baptist Church of Fairbanks $6,342.89 $0.00 $2,077.53 $2,000.00 $0.00 $10,420.42
First Baptist Church of North Pole $4,932.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,505.00 $0.00 $6,437.00
First Baptist Church, Delta Junction $9,049.46 $0.00 $4,600.00 $4,151.00 $0.00 $17,800.46
First Baptist Church, Juneau $7,924.00 $1,051.92 $1,240.17 $1,209.93 $0.00 $11,426.02
First Baptist Church, Kotzebue $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church, Palmer $2,550.00 $0.00 $1,320.00 $3,220.00 $0.00 $7,090.00
First Baptist Church, Petersburg $14,272.10 $0.00 $0.00 $3,065.00 $0.00 $17,337.10
First Baptist Church, Sitka $2,937.69 $0.00 $257.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,194.69
First Baptist Church, Soldotna $2,774.16 $0.00 $0.00 $410.00 $0.00 $3,184.16
First Baptist Church, Valdez $12,963.45 $0.00 $2,343.00 $2,555.00 $0.00 $17,861.45
First Baptist Church, Wasilla $2,259.03 $0.00 $0.00 $2,406.00 $0.00 $4,665.03
First Baptist Church, Willow $2,041.64 $225.00 $0.00 $715.00 $0.00 $2,981.64
First Hmong Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
First Korean Baptist Church $1,050.00 $0.00 $400.00 $450.00 $0.00 $1,900.00
First Native Baptist Church $1,432.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,432.00
Foundation Church $800.00 $0.00 $200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00
FRF-Saturday Night $0.00 $700.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $700.00
Friendship Baptist Mission $3,198.97 $650.00 $2,450.00 $1,150.00 $0.00 $7,448.97
Frontier Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Frontier Fellowship $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Frontier Southern Baptist Church $7,848.56 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $7,848.56
Gilead Ministries $1,375.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,375.00
Glacier Valley Baptist Church $9,308.68 $0.00 $4,645.96 $4,635.21 $0.00 $18,589.85
Grandview Baptist Church $9,418.02 $3,041.92 $195.00 $240.00 $0.00 $12,894.94
Greater Friendship Baptist Church $3,750.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,750.00
Hillside Baptist Church $10,786.08 $4,622.61 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $15,408.69
Hoonah Baptist Mission $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Iglesia Bautista Hispana Sunset Hills $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Immanuel Baptist Church $1,039.06 $0.00 $250.00 $2,955.84 $0.00 $4,244.90
Journey Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Kasaan Fellowship $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Kiana Baptist Mission $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Kobuk Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Korean New Central Baptist Church $700.00 $0.00 $500.00 $520.00 $0.00 $1,720.00
Liberty Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Lighthouse Community Church $2,097.91 $0.00 $0.00 $312.50 $0.00 $2,410.41
Malamalama Fou (New Light) Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Misc. Contributors-Cash $0.00 $12,190.26 $150.00 $0.00 $180.00 $12,520.26
Montana Creek Baptist Church $5,580.12 $0.00 $0.00 $3,150.00 $0.00 $8,730.12
Moose Creek Baptist Church $775.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $775.00
Moose Pass Community Church $0.00 $0.00 $220.00 $170.00 $0.00 $390.00
Morning Star Baptist Church $5,531.78 $0.00 $0.00 $355.00 $0.00 $5,886.78
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Mount Redoubt Baptist Church $2,907.30 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,907.30
Mountain View Community Church $1,845.25 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,845.25
New Birth Christian Church $1,750.00 $0.00 $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,050.00
New Grace Christian Church $1,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00
New Hope Baptist Church $8,615.00 $0.00 $616.00 $500.00 $0.00 $9,731.00
New Hope Fellowship $350.00 $250.00 $250.00 $0.00 $0.00 $850.00
North Tongass Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Northern Lights Missions $525.00 $0.00 $75.00 $0.00 $0.00 $600.00
Pathway Discipleship Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pioneer Baptist Church of Wasilla $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Rabbit Creek Church $4,564.79 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,564.79
Rescate Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Restoration Church $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $300.00
River In The Desert Community Church $1,489.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,489.00
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$2,425.00

has been

received for

3rd Q 2023*

*as of 7/31/23

January-July 2023 Gifts from ABRN ChurchesJanuary-July 2023 Gifts from ABRN Churches

Because of 
your congregation’s

Cooperative Program
giving through the

Alaska Baptist
Resource Network,

in July 2023
$31,008.21 

remained in Alaska
for 

missions and ministries.

Thank youThank you

Alaska Baptist Resource NetworkAlaska Baptist Resource Network
Cooperative Program SupportCooperative Program Support

July    
CP Receipts  $38,760.26    $42,430.69  
CP Goal  $63,541.17    $61,510.25  
Variance  $(24,780.91) -39.00%  $(19,079.56) -31.02%
    
Year-to-Date    
CP Receipts  $326,554.67    $341,552.00  
CP Goal  $444,788.19    $430,571.75  
Variance  $(118,233.52) -26.58%  $(89,019.75) -20.67%

Riverside Chapel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Roots Family Church, Soldotna $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Sabbath Peace Fellowship $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Salcha Baptist Church $972.56 $0.00 $0.00 $1,600.00 $0.00 $2,572.56
Sand Point Baptist Chapel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Set Free Church-Kenai $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Settler’s Bay Community Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,522.00 $0.00 $2,522.00
Shannon Park Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $1,360.00 $1,409.00 $0.00 $2,769.00
Shungnak Baptist Mission $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Solid Rock Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
St. John Baptist Church $5,060.25 $0.00 $310.00 $55.00 $0.00 $5,425.25
Sunset Hills Baptist Church $16,894.97 $465.99 $50.00 $7,000.00 $0.00 $24,410.96
Tenakee Springs Community Church $419.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $419.00
Tetlin Community Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
The Crossing @ Birchwood $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Thorne Bay Baptist Church $472.28 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $472.28
Togiak Baptist Mission $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Transitional Ministries $55.00 $0.00 $25.00 $0.00 $0.00 $80.00
True North Church $11,263.66 $0.00 $0.00 $8,913.91 $0.00 $20,177.57
True North Church Girdwood $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
UBC-Chinese Fellowship $308.00 $0.00 $120.00 $0.00 $0.00 $428.00
Unalaska Reformed Church $2,666.84 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,666.84
University Baptist Church, Anchorage $2,640.15 $0.00 $1,550.30 $1,000.00 $0.00 $5,190.45
University Baptist Church, Fairbanks $1,707.00 $0.00 $1,520.00 $2,139.00 $0.00 $5,366.00
Valley View Baptist Church $3,490.50 $0.00 $490.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,980.50
Wasilla Korean Baptist Church $700.00 $0.00 $500.00 $850.00 $0.00 $2,050.00
White Cliff Church $10,646.70 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $10,646.70
Whittier Christian Community Church $250.00 $0.00 $0.00 $300.00 $0.00 $550.00
Williwaw Church $594.00 $273.00 $322.00 $199.00 $0.00 $1,388.00
      
 $326,554.67 $27,558.20 $51,296.35 $84,698.12 $280.00 $490,387.34
      
 1Q 2023 2Q 2023 3Q 2023 4Q 2023  
2000 Club receipts as of 7/31/2023 $1,825.00 $3,590.00 $2,425.00 $160.00  $8,000.00
      
      $498,387.34

20222023

Legend:
CP:  Cooperative Program
SMO:  Valeria Sherard State Mission Offering
AA:  Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
LM: Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
WH: World Hunger
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First Baptist Church of 
North Pole needs to rebuild 
the multipurpose Ministry 
Center. Th ank you for your 
part in blessing others.
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Clinical Therapists Needed
• Multiple Positions - Hiring Immediately
• Adolescent Residential and All Ages Outpatient
• Office location South Anchorage
• Full-time Positions
• Bachelor’s to Master’s Degree in Counseling or  

  simlar fields required
contact:

s.cambridge@bbhalaska.org

Aquillaq Baptist Mission, Ambler
Chinese Fellowship, Fairbanks
Cross Roads Baptist Church, North Pole
First Baptist Church, Soldotna
First Native Baptist Church, Anchorage
New Grace Christian Church, Anchorage
Riverside Chapel, King Salmon
Shannon Park Baptist Church, Fairbanks
Shungnak Baptist Mission
True North Church, Girdwood
Valley View Baptist Church, Wasilla

September
3-10 Valeria Sherard State Mission Emphasis
4 ABRN and ABF offices closed for Labor Day
25 IMPACT! Alaska Conference
26 Pastor’s Conference
26 WMU Annual Meeting
26-27 ABRN Annual Meeting,
 at Fairview Loop  Baptist Church, Wasilla
October Cooperative Program Emphasis Month
1 Personal Evangelism Commitment Day
8 Global Hunger Sunday
21 TVBA Annual Meeting
24 CBA Annual Meeting
November
2 ABF New member orientation at 9:00 a.m.
2 ABF Trustee meeting 10:00 a.m., time tentative
6 Orientation for new ABRN Executive Board 
 members at ABRN offices
6-7 ABRN Executive Board meeting at ABRN office
7 All ABRN Executive Board Committees
11 HPBA Annual Meeting/Missions Celebration
15 Annual Church Profiles Due)
22 ABRN and ABF Offices close at 12:00 p.m. for 
 Thanksgiving Holiday
23 ABRN and ABF Offices closed for Thanksgiving 


