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God’s Plan for Sharing in Alaska
January - November 2009 Gifts from ABC churches

Alaska Baptist Convention

Legend:
CP: Cooperative Program, January - December
SMO: State Mission Offering, August - July
AA: Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, January - December
LM: Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, June - May

Chugach Baptist Association CP SMO AA LM
Alaska Iu-Mienh First Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Anch Hope Comm Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Aquillaq Baptist Mission $300.00 $0.00 $200.00 $0.00
Calvary Baptist Church $4,517.00 $1,203.56 $1,203.00 $0.00
Christ Community Church $200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Cliffside Community Chapel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Cold Bay Chapel $499.37 $0.00 $260.00 $0.00
Comm Baptist Church Nome $383.00 $20.00 $100.00 $0.00
Cowboy Church of Anchorage $1,874.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Eagle River Korean Bapt Church $500.00 $0.00 $200.00 $0.00
Filipino Bible Church Anchorage $1,800.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Anchorage $53,812.31 $5,177.59 $7,163.62 $0.00
First Baptist Church Eagle River $38,769.76 $4,290.00 $5,021.77 $0.00
First Baptist Church Kotzebue $1,450.00 $500.00 $1,000.00 $0.00
First Korean Baptist Church $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
First Native Baptist Church $5,922.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Frontier Baptist Church $6,272.00 $0.00 $450.00 $0.00
Grandview Baptist Church $28,468.27 $6,487.07 $8,818.12 $0.00
Greater Friendship Baptist Ch $5,710.00 $0.00 $0.00 $800.00
Hillside Baptist Church $11,448.30 $230.00 $895.00 $0.00
Immanuel Baptist Church $812.13 $0.00 $0.00 $26.68
Kiana Baptist Mission $536.86 $58.00 $150.00 $0.00
Kobuk Baptist Mission $250.00 $0.00 $200.00 $0.00
Korean New Central Baptist Ch $550.00 $300.00 $300.00 $0.00
Kuparuk Preaching Point $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Lighthouse Community Church $13,958.30 $0.00 $400.00 $0.00
Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Ch $1,280.00 $400.00 $300.00 $0.00
Mtn View Community Church $275.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Muldoon Road Baptist Church $6,456.00 $0.00 $425.00 $0.00
New Grace Christian Church $1,650.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
New Hope Baptist Church $19,137.19 $500.00 $500.00 $0.00
Rabbit Creek Comm Church $6,431.70 $6,000.00 $5,000.00 $0.00
Samoa Alaska Baptist Church $315.22 $15.00 $123.91 $47.70
Sand Point Baptist Chapel $0.00 $0.00 $230.00 $0.00
Shungnak Baptist Mission $400.00 $0.00 $250.00 $0.00
Solid Rock Baptist Church $825.00 $0.00 $350.00 $0.00
Sunset Hills Baptist Church $17,403.43 $7,400.50 $3,000.00 $0.00
The Crossing @ Birchwood $3,300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
True North Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
University Baptist Church Anch $7,632.36 $1,574.00 $1,138.00 $0.00
Valley View Baptist Church $2,920.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Whittier Christian Community $1,135.86 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Wilderness Chapel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total: $247,495.56 $34,155.72 $37,678.42 $874.38
    
Hatcher Pass Baptist Association CP SMO AA LM
Big Lake Baptist Church $15,121.79 $990.00 $2,013.00 $0.00
Bodenberg Butte Baptist Church $6,647.78 $90.00 $435.00 $0.00
CrossCountry Church $725.00 $0.00 $250.00 $0.00
Dillingham Bible Fellowship $6,094.63 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Ekwok Christian Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Fairview Loop Baptist Church $20,146.16 $3,353.06 $2,061.11 $0.00
First Baptist Church Palmer $16,806.34 $1,506.66 $1,017.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Valdez $10,286.50 $0.00 $1,736.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Wasilla $26,232.08 $2,228.00 $5,531.25 $0.00
First Baptist Church Willow $5,831.02 $1,935.16 $2,205.79 $0.00
Hope Christian Church of Sutton $12.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
King Salmon Comm Chapel $100.00 $175.00 $0.00 $0.00
Montana Creek Baptist Church $3,907.55 $80.00 $370.00 $0.00
North Bear Street Comm Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pioneer Baptist Church $140.60 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Schrock Road Comm Church $4,789.66 $528.00 $958.80 $500.80
Settler’s Bay Comm Church $6,767.67 $201.00 $305.00 $0.00
Valley Life Fellowship $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Wasilla Korean Baptist Church $550.00 $0.00 $420.00 $0.00
Total: $124,158.78 $11,086.88 $17,302.95 $500.80
    
Kenai Peninsula CP SMO AA LM
College Heights Baptist Church $37,334.41 $0.00 $3,046.66 $0.00
First Baptist Church Kenai $8,263.34 $575.00 $1,300.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Soldotna $8,726.25 $165.00 $2,419.16 $0.00
Moose Pass Community Church $514.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Mount Redoubt Baptist Church $1,200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total: $56,038.00 $740.00 $6,765.82 $0.00
    
Other CP SMO AA LM
Misc. Contributors-Cash $60.00 $1,058.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total: $60.00 $1,058.00 $0.00 $0.00

    
Tanana Valley Baptist Association CP SMO AA LM
Chinese Fellowship $1,046.50 $280.00 $385.00 $0.00
Clearwater Baptist Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Cross Roads Baptist Church $8,190.00 $0.00 $1,777.46 $0.00
Faith Baptist Church Fbks $5,970.50 $1,250.00 $1,670.00 $0.00
Filipino Baptist Fellowship Fbks $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Delta Jct $44,078.00 $4,195.00 $5,014.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Fairbanks $7,825.23 $1,385.00 $1,665.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church North Pole $29,222.11 $1,608.00 $2,513.00 $0.00
Friendship Baptist Church Fbks $314.00 $540.00 $727.00 $0.00
Hispanic Mission $87.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Korean Baptist Mission Fbks $600.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Moose Creek Baptist Church $9,230.90 $355.94 $573.37 $0.00
Morning Star Baptist Church $6,007.14 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church $3,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
North Star Baptist Church $1,003.34 $0.00 $400.00 $0.00
Salcha Baptist Church $6,481.95 $0.00 $1,500.00 $3,250.00
Shannon Park Baptist Church $8,138.98 $0.00 $0.00 $3,727.00
St John Baptist Church $10,582.55 $0.00 $569.03 $0.00
Togiak Baptist Mission $500.00 $100.00 $50.00 $100.00
Tok Baptist Mission $229.96 $0.00 $50.00 $0.00
University Baptist Church Fbks $21,531.00 $3,120.00 $7,605.97 $0.00
Total: $164,039.16 $12,833.94 $24,499.83 $7,077.00
    
Tongass Baptist Association CP SMO AA LM
Anchor Baptist Church $8,707.10 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Comm Baptist Ch Coffman Cove $989.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Emmanuel Baptist Church $3,699.56 $800.00 $1,022.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Juneau $8,702.52 $0.00 $295.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Ketchikan $6,757.61 $0.00 $4,000.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Petersburg $2,577.00 $784.47 $510.00 $0.00
First Baptist Church Sitka $4,868.13 $382.00 $655.55 $0.00
Glacier Valley Baptist Church $17,414.87 $1,911.71 $2,987.00 $0.00
Hoonah Baptist Mission $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Juneau Korean Church $150.00 $0.00 $70.00 $0.00
Kasaan Fellowship $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
New Hope Fellowship $700.00 $0.00 $450.00 $0.00
North Tongass Baptist Church $75.00 $75.00 $0.00 $0.00
Tenakee Community Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Thorne Bay Baptist Church $2,939.75 $50.00 $115.00 $0.00
Total: $57,881.04 $4,003.18 $10,104.55 $0.00
    
Grand Total: $649,672.54 $63,877.72 $96,351.57 $8,452.18
Goal: $780,565.00 $70,000.00 $88,500.00 $150,000.00
Over/Under Goal: ($130,892.46) ($6,122.28) $7,851.57  ($141,547.82)

What is the 2000 Club?
The 2000 Club, sponsored by the Alaska Baptist 
Convention (ABC), is a quarterly opportunity for 
individuals, mission groups, Sunday School classes 
and churches to support capital needs projects in our 
churches. See your insert (and envelope) in this issue 

of the Alaska Baptist Messenger. 
The 1st Quarter recipient of the 
2000 Club is Sand Point Chapel. 
To become a member of the 
2000 Club, please contact Mike 
Procter, Director of Missions, 
ABC, at (907)344-9627 or mike@
alaskabaptistconvention.com.
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More than 20 years ago, 
the Souper Bowl of Caring began 
with a simple prayer from a single 
youth group: “Lord, as we enjoy 
the Super Bowl football game, help 
us to be mindful of those without 
even a bowl of soup to eat.”
   Since that day, more than $60 
million has been raised for local 
charities across the country 
through the Souper Bowl of 
Caring. It has become a powerful 
movement that is transforming 
Super Bowl weekend into the 
nations’ largest youth-led weekend 
of giving and serving.
   Through this mission, young 
people learn what it’s like to 
make a positive difference in the 
world – as they collect food, raise 
money and volunteer to work in 
charities that provide shelter to the 
homeless, food to the hungry and 
compassion to those in need.
   Be part of this movement that is 
sharing God’s love with those in 
need. Please give generously on 
Super Bowl Sunday. Visit www.
souperbowl.org for additional 
information.

In 
2010, God’s Plan 

for Sharing (GPS) and the “Find It 
Here” campaign will be a major investment 

of our time and resources, and prayerfully will have 
some great results.  Thirty churches in our convention have 

purchased 40,000 door hangers to distribute.  Take a minute to 
think about that – 40,000 homes will have the Gospel delivered 

to their door!  This is a big effort and a bold movement for the body 
of Christ in Alaska to leave a Gospel presentation and invitation to 
church at all of the targeted homes.  Throughout the United States, 
12,263,093 “Find It Here” door hangers have been ordered by 
churches for distribution.  What will happen when those 12 million 
homes receive the Gospel and get invited to church?  How many 

people might see the Gospel for the first time? GPS is about 
Praying, Equipping, Sowing, and Harvesting.  Remember!  

It is not enough to just invite and share.  We need to 
disciple those who come. Keep up the good 

work!     

2010

Vacation Bible School
Training Clinics
April 19-24

Roundin’ Up Questions....
                     ....Drivin’ Home Answers
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January 25-26, 2010
First Baptist Church, 

Anchorage

2010 State Evangelism Conference

God’s Plan for Sharing in Alaska

Michael & Linda AdlerDr. Frank Page Dr. Richard Harris Dr. Greg Frizzell Dr. Lanny Loe

Dr. Ken Ellis Ken Marler Gina Blackaby Dr. Mel Blackaby Richard Leach Dr. Ken Weathersby
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Monday, January 25, 2010
9:00 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Welcome from the Alaska Baptist Convention
  Prayer
  Welcome from First Baptist Church
  Speaker Introduction
9:10 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Worship Through Music
9:20 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Greg Frizzell“Personal Prayer That Changes Churches”
10:00 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Worship Through Music
10:10 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Frank Page
10:50 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Break
11:00 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BREAK-OUTS
12:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lunch (at FBC)
  Missionary testimonies
AFTERNOON FREE 
5:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dinner (at FBC)
6:30 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Welcome from the Alaska Baptist Convention
  Prayer
6:40 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Worship Through Music
6:55 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Richard Harris
7:35 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Offering
  Presentation by David Baldwin
  Missionary testimony
8:05 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Worship Through Music
8:20 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Greg Frizzell
9:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Closing Comments and Benediction

Tuesday, January 26, 2010
9:00 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Welcome from the Alaska Baptist Convention
  Prayer
9:10 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Worship Through Music
9:20 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Ken Weathersby
10:00 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Worship Through Music
10:10 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Mel Blackaby
10:50 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Break
11:00 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BREAK-OUTS (see Monday)
12:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lunch (at FBC)
  Missionary testimony
AFTERNOON FREE 
5:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dinner (at FBC)
6:30 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Welcome from the Alaska Baptist Convention
  Prayer
6:40 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Worship Through Music
6:55 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Lanny Loe
7:35 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Offering
  Missionary testimony
8:05 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Worship Through Music
8:20 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Mel Blackaby
9:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Closing Comments
9:15 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Benediction and Dismiss
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Go therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the age. Amen (Matt. 28:19-20, 
NKJ).

The Great Commission is our assignment.  We 
are called to make disciples of all nations.  What 
does this look like for Alaska Baptists?  My first 
observation is that no one church is large enough to 
accomplish the task on its own.  If we are to reach 
the world with the Gospel we need to come together 

as one body and cooperate in the mission.  My 
second observation is just as obvious; even if all the 
churches in Alaska cooperated we would still have a 
job that would overwhelm our ability.  The directive 
is so large no one state can effectively reach the goal 
of making disciples of all nations.

In 1925, the Southern Baptist Convention established 
the Cooperative Program.  The Cooperative Program 
enables all Southern Baptists to work together to 
support missions efforts worldwide.  Through the 
International Mission Board, Southern Baptists 
support over 5,000 missionaries in 153 different 
countries.  Your gifts and prayers resulted in 451,000 
new believers baptized in 2000 outside of North 
America.

Southern Baptist’s support of Cooperative Program 
Missions allowed the North American Mission 
Board to send out 5,081 missionaries last year and 
help start over 1,700 new churches.  Approximately 
415,000 people were baptized last year as a result of 
individual Southern Baptists cooperating together to 
reach people with the Gospel in North America.

How does the Cooperative Program work?  Here in 
Alaska each cooperating church sends a percentage 
or fixed amount to the Alaska Baptist Convention.  
The Alaska Baptist Convention forwards 33% of 

these funds to the Southern Baptist Convention.  The 
remaining money stays in Alaska to help fulfill the 
Great Commission.

In addition to the Cooperative Program, Alaska 
Baptists financially support mission work 
through gifts given to the Lottie Moon Offering 
for International Missions, the Annie Armstrong 
Offering for North American Missions, and the 
Valeria Sherard Offering for Alaska Missions.  Some 
also choose to give to World Hunger and the Alaska 
Baptist “2000 Club”.

These cooperative gifts speak of our commitment to 
be obedient to the charge of the Great Commission.  
Yet our mission is more than giving money. Money is 
not the means by which we will fulfill our duty.  We 
must also be people of prayer.

I don’t understand the mysteries of how God 
answers our prayers but it is clear that effective 
prayer is needed if we are to accomplish the Great 
Commission.  The disciples, responding in awe to 
Jesus’ prayer life, asked, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  
Somehow from observing Jesus they knew that 
prayer was the key that gave Him the strength to 
do all the miraculous things He did.  So too, prayer 
is key to our ability to accomplish the miraculous, 
“making disciples of all nations.”

It seems that in the life of Christ, prayer was 
not an attempt to get from God but a time to go 
into the Father’s presence.  One of the primary 
purposes of prayer is to spend time with our Father.  
Additionally, when Jesus instructed the disciples in 
prayer, He helped us understand that prayer is also 

about community as we pray, “Our Father.”  Prayer 
should always remind us that we are part of a larger 
community of believers, the family of God.

Our Mission: The Great Commission

If we are to reach the world with the Gospel 
we need to come together as one body and 
cooperate in the mission.

These cooperative gifts speak of our 
commitment to be obedient to the charge of 
the Great Commission.

Prayer should always remind us that we are 
part of a larger community of believers, the 
family of God.
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Please Pray for

our Pastorless

Churches

Welcome!

Chugach Baptist Association
Sand Point Chapel
Alan (Karey) Ward
Chugach Resort Ministries
Scott (Jennifer) Capshaw

Chugach Baptist Association
Cold Bay Chapel
False Pass Baptist Mission
Filipino Bible Church
First Native Baptist Church
Greater Friendship Baptist
Nelson Lagoon
Whittier Christian Community

Hatcher Pass Baptist Association
Ekwok Christian Church

Tanana Valley Baptist Association
Chinese Fellowship
North Star Baptist Church

Tongass Baptist Association
First Baptist Church, Petersburg
Glacier Valley Baptist Church
Hoonah Baptist Mission
Tenakee Community Church
Thorne Bay Baptist Church

Kenai Peninsula
First Baptist Church, Soldotna

As we spend time with our Heavenly Father, we are challenged to ask, 
even though “your Father knows what you need before you ask Him” 
(Matthew 6:8).  We are to persist in asking, not to inform God, but to 
focus on our provider and not our need.  In fulfilling our obligation to 
make disciples we must be constantly looking at our Father and not our 
need.  The task is so large, so complex, so overwhelming, but God is 
bigger.  Rather than be beat back, crushed or devastated by the size of 
the task to disciple the world we are to “be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 4:6-7).

Our mission is more than cooperating with our finances and prayers.  We 
must also cooperate in working the field.  “In the same way that you gave 
me a mission in the world, I give them a mission in the world.”  (John 

17:18 Msg)  Being a 
Christian includes being 
sent into the world, out 
in to the fields, as a 
representative of Jesus 

Christ.  The mission Jesus had on earth is now our mission because we 
are the Body of Christ.  What He did in His physical body we are to 
continue as His spiritual body, the church.  What is that mission?  It is 
introducing people to God.

Our mission involves not only working with God and representing 
Him, but we get to partner with God in the building of His kingdom 
(2 Corinthians 6:1). Early in chapter five Paul writes, “We’re Christ’s 
representatives.  God uses us to persuade men and women to drop their 
differences and enter into God’s work of making things right between 
them.  We’re speaking for Christ himself now: Become friends with 
God.”  

“We are speaking for Christ” reminds us of the cooperative nature of 
reaching the world with the message.  What does our speech look like? 
When Jesus met His first disciples along the shores of the Sea of Galilee, 
He called them to do 
more than simply leave 
their nets behind.  Jesus 
always communicated 
His saving message through both word and deed.  We are encouraged to 
do the same, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, for He has appointed 
Me to preach Good News to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim that 
captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the downtrodden 
will be freed from their oppressions, and that the time of the Lord’s favor 
has come.” (Luke 4:18-19 NLT)

At the very least, to fulfill our mission requires a cooperative task of 
giving, praying and going.  These three injunctives do not complete 

Being a Christian includes being sent 
into the world, out into the fields, as a 
representative of Jesus Christ.

Jesus always communicated His saving 
message through both word and deed.

the picture; however, when we 
understand and accept Jesus’ 
challenge of the Great Commission 
we know that obedience to the 
commission requires cooperation.  
“The body is a unit, though it is 
made up of many parts; and though 
all its parts are many, they form 
one body.  So it is with Christ.” 
(1 Corinthians 12:12) 
by Don Shannon
Director of Ministries and Mission Education
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North Star Baptist Church, Anderson
Member Brian Blair serves the Lord and 
his community by working at radio station 
KIAM in Nenana, which serves a blend of 
Christian music and Bible teaching. KIAM 
is able to reach 17 villages in the state.
First Baptist Church, Fairbanks
FBC welcomes Alyson Padilla onto the 
staff as church secretary.
Chugach Baptist Association
CBA held their annual Christmas party 
on December 14 at Wayland Baptist 
University. The Wayland staff joined the 
group for a time of fun, fellowship and 
food. CBA officially welcomed Scott and 
Jennifer Capshaw who serve with the 
Chugach Resort Ministries in Girdwood.
Hillside Baptist Church, Anchorage
December was a busy month for HBC 
as they had their adult Christmas party, 
enjoyed the adult Christmas cantata, viewed 
the “Star of Bethlehem” and combined 
with the Cowboy Church of Anchorage for 
their Country Christmas Eve service. HBC 
is in need of a part-time music person and 
a part-time youth person, with negotiable 
hours and pay. Please contact the church 
for more information.
University Baptist Church, Fairbanks
UBC ladies are presently participating in 
Beth Moore’s Bible study “Inheritance.” 
The Children’s ministries held their annual 
Cabin Night for those in grades 1-6 and 
their families, and also held a parent lunch 
meeting on December 24.
Frontier Baptist Church, Kodiak
Frontier Baptist hosted the Kodiak Native 
New Life Fellowship Crusade, and enjoyed 
hearing from Paul Frost (pastor, Togiak 
Baptist Mission), Gary Elmore (pastor, 
Frontier Baptist Church) and George Olsen 
(from Tatitlek). The church also provided 
Thanksgiving baskets to families in need in 
Kodiak. Gary Elmore is pastor.
First Baptist Church, Valdez
Over 230 women attended the 36th annual 
Ladies’ Christmas Tea sponsored by FBC 
on December 2. Ruth Hatfield, Director 
of Care Ministry at Celebration Church in 
Metairie, Louisiana was the guest speaker. 
Mrs. Hatfield also happens to be pastor 
Chad Richardson’s mother! Over 18 youth 

participated in “30 Hours of Hunger” in 
November. The youth learned about hunger 
and poverty both locally and around the 
world, and performed two service projects 
during the hunger fast. They raised money 
for Compassion International, made baby 
bibs and helped pack the Thanksgiving 
baskets for the Valdez food bank.
First Baptist Church, Wasilla
FBC honored their pastors and families 
with a luncheon in November. The mission 
team returned from Uganda after spending 
two weeks installing water purifiers, 
conducting prison ministries and doing 
general contract work. Another team 
traveled to Buckland to deliver Christmas 
boxes to the children of the village. On 
December 9, the church family enjoyed 
a dinner and Christmas concert, featuring 
Dirk and Cheryl Zwiebel. They will 
have their annual Candlelight service on 
December 24.
Wasilla Korean Baptist Church
On November 29, Wasilla Korean held 

their first baptism! Praise God for the three 
who committed their lives to Jesus. Kwang 
Park is pastor.
Wayland Baptist University, Anchorage
WBU hosted its Fall Spiritual Awareness 
Week in December. Each evening, students 
were given a short break in class for an 
evening meal followed by a personal 
testimony from Christian leaders in the 
Anchorage community. A big thank you 
to the churches who hosted the meals for 
between 70-100 each night: First Baptist 
Church Anchorage, New Grace Community 
Church, Rabbit Creek Community Church 
and Muldoon Road Baptist Church.
Togiak Baptist Mission
In the December Messenger, it was reported 
that Laura Frost, her sister Louise, and Paul 
Frost “participated” in the annual Native 
New Life Conference. It should have said 
they “led” the conference. We apologize 
for any confusion.

The Crossing @ Birchwood
The Crossing has already had a full winter 
of activities, starting with a Mission 
Emphasis Sunday where the featured 
speaker was Pastor Emeritus, Robert 
Chadwick. During the service, Pastor Bob 
was surprised when the church recognized 
his faithful years of service, as well as his 
birthday. In late November, the church 
hosted David Ring, a nationally known 
speaker who challenged the members to 
be bold witnesses for Christ. The church 
has also begun a sports program called 
“Upward.” This Christian-based sports 
program’s theme is Every Child Plays, 
Every Child Learns, Every Child is a 
Winner! In December, the women of the 
church hosted a community Christmas 
Tea, featuring former Birchwood Women’s 
Ministry Director Robyne Beaubien.
First Native Baptist Church, Anchorage
First Native held a Thanksgiving dinner on 
November 22, immediately following their 
morning worship service.
First Baptist Church, Palmer
FBC participated in the Colony Christmas 
Parade on December 12 and a special 
“Christmas By Candlelight” service was 
held on December 13. The Men’s Ministry 
is sponsoring “Coats for the Homeless” 
during December and January. They also 
have a February four-wheeler trip to Knik 
Glacier and a March snowmachine trip 
planned to Lake Louise.
Cross Roads Baptist Church, North Pole
The children at Cross Roads presented 
their Christmas play in December, and the 
church had a special missions emphasis 
for Lottie Moon. The adult choir presented 
their Christmas cantata on December 20.
St. John Baptist Church, Fairbanks
Pastor Lawrence and Karen Ellison 
celebrated their second anniversary with 
the church. A Christmas play was presented 
on December 20.
Shannon Park Baptist Church, 
Fairbanks
On December 12, the church was treated to 
a “Whistle Concert” with music by David 
Underwood, Minister of Music.
First Baptist Church, Eagle River
FBC held an adult Christmas fellowship 
on December 4. The Children in Action 
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collected empty paper towel tubes to make 
candy favors for the homeless. The Worship 
Choir presented “A Thrill of Hope” 
both at the church and Hiland Mountain 
Correctional Facility. Two Christmas Eve 
candlelight services were held.
First Baptist Church, Anchorage
FBC held their annual “Hanging of the 
Greens” on December 6. Sylvia Rylander, 
handbell soloist, and Paula Jackson, FBC 
pianist, presented “Frosted Bronze” on 
December 13. The children, youth, Worship 
choirs and instrumentalists presented a 
“Celebration of Christ Jesus Our Savior” 
on December 19 and 20. 
Kiana Baptist Mission
KBM presented their “Not So Silent Night” 
Christmas program on December 6 and had 
42 in attendance. Tim and Marilyn Savage 
from Georgia filled in for John and Kim 
Piepmeier while they were vacationing.

Attention Pastors and Staff

Every two years since 1996, pastors 
have been asked to participate in 
a financial survey related to salary 
and support provided by their 
church.  Between January and 
April 2010, pastors, church staff 
and employees are being asked to 
participate again.

This secure and anonymous survey 
can be found at www.lifeway.
com/compensationsurvey starting 
January . It will only take about 15 
minutes to complete. Thank you for 
your assistance.

Commissioning Celebration
Sunday, January 24 , 6:00 p.m.

First Baptist Church, Anchorage

Regular hours for the offices of the Alaska Baptist 
Convention and Foundation are:

Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Avalanche ‘10
DECIDE

Youth Evangelism Conference
sponsored by Alaska Baptist Convention

Featuring CBU Praise Team
Speaker Jared Dobbins
Break-out Conferences

Friday-Saturday, March 12-13
Anchorage Baptist Temple

Cost $20
Registration and t-shirt deadline is February 15

Sanctity of Human Life
The Invitation Stands
Sanctity of 
Human Life Sunday
January 17, 2010

Free promotional 
downloads from 
www.NAMBforLife.net.
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   I can’t believe it but 2010 is here. Where did 2009 go? 
Did you know that in 2010 I will be turning 60 years old? 
Whew!
   The New Year is always filled with promises, hopes and 
expectations of better things. You may remember I men-
tioned in my January 2009 article that by January 2010 
I would be several pounds lighter than I was in 2008. 
I am lighter by 10 pounds but did not meet my goal. I 
hoped to weigh 185 pounds but instead I weigh 193…
only eight more pounds to go! Does this mean I failed? 
Some would say yes, because my goal was 185 and I 
weigh 193. However, I do not think I failed because I 
am 10 pounds lighter than I was when I started and I am 
still committed to reaching my goal of 185. I still have 
HOPE. Proverbs 13:12 says, “Hope deferred makes the 
heart sick; but when the desire comes, it is a tree of life” 
(New Scofield). 
   Today, many people have lost hope. They have lost 
hope of finding a job, catching up on bills, paying for uni-
versity, reconciling a relationship, or having a better life. 
Colossians 1:27b reminds us “Christ in you, the hope of 
glory” (New Scofield). As Christians, we, of all people, 
should have hope because of the indwelling Jesus Christ. 
   During 2010, you will be hearing more about “Houses 
of Prayer Everywhere” - H.O.P.E.  If we are going to 
impact Alaska with the Good News of Jesus Christ, we 
must become people of prayer. One way we can begin 
is to have Houses of Prayer Everywhere. What does this 
mean? I challenge all of us to identify ourselves as people 
who believe in the power of prayer. On the neighborhood 
block, apartment building, street, dorm floor or wherev-
er you live, write a note to your neighbors and let them 
know that on a certain day and time each week you will 
be praying for them. Don’t make the note “preachy” but 
keep it simple. Let them know that if they have a specific 
need or concern you will be glad to pray for that concern. 
Imagine what could happen if it became known that on 
the streets of Alaska hundreds of people were praying. 
Would revival come? Would people come to know Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior? Would people see answered 
prayers and the life-changing power of God? Would peo-
ple have hope again? Remember “…hope makes us not 
ashamed, because the love of God is placed in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit who is given to us” (Romans 5:5). Will 
your house become a place of H.O.P.E.?

Company is Coming! Get ready for God’s Plan for 
Sharing (GPS):
PRAY (January 1-May 3, 2010)
Involve your church family in praying for individuals 
by name; prayer walk or drive neighborhoods; establish 
prayer triplets; lead a study on prayer; read or listen 
to the Bible daily; pray for areas by zip code; pray for 
government leaders; establish Houses Of Prayer Every-
where (H.O.P.E.); establish prayer chains for children 
youth and adults.  The idea is to involve people in pray-
ing for those who do not know Christ as their Savior 
and Lord.
EQUIP (January 1 – April 4, 2010)
Train people in how to share their testimony. Teach the 
“Roman Road”, how to use a marked New Testament, 
a Gospel tract, the “ABCs of Salvation” or some other 
witnessing method.  Also, offer training in discipling a 
new believer.  These and other resources are available 
from the Alaska Baptist Convention office.
SOW (March 20 – 27, 2010)
Enlist people from your church who will prayer walk a 
designated area on March 20.  On March 27, return to 
the same area and place a packet of information on the 
front door of the house.  The information will contain 
an invitation from your church to attend Easter Sunday 
services on April 4. 
HARVEST (April 4, 2010) EASTER SUNDAY 
We are praying, equipping and sowing in such a way 
that many people will come to know Christ on Easter.           
   The Alaska Baptist Convention and the North Ameri-
can Mission Board will be airing television spots on 
local television stations during March.  The “spots” 
promote the “Find It Here” campaign. Churches should 
display a “Find It Here” banner to be identified with the 
emphasis.
   SO get ready, because company is coming!

January 31 Special Day of Prayer 
Pray for the spiritual needs of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the God’s Plan for Sharing (GPS) 
emphasis.  North America and Southern Baptists 
need a spiritual awakening.
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   As we start a New Year, people start making predictions 
about what’s going to happen in the next 365 days.  How does 
God want us to relate to the New Year?  Does He want us to be 
afraid?  Does He want us to be worried and threatened by it?  
   Many years ago, Joshua was leading the children of Israel, 
getting ready the next day to lead them across the Jordan River 
into the Promised Land.  They were going into the future.  God 
said something to His people several thousand years ago in 
Joshua we need to heed today.  Joshua 7:13 is the advice He 
gave for those facing the future:  “Consecrate yourselves in 
preparation for tomorrow.”  
   If I want to be prepared for the New Year, I must dedicate my 
life to God.  “Consecrate” means to sanctify, set apart, make 
holy, dedicate.  It means to say, “God, You’ve got all of me.  
Here I am, use me.”  To be prepared for the New Year I must 
first dedicate my life to God.
   You’ve got to be willing to dedicate all your life to God.  Are 
you willing to do whatever God wants you to do, in advance 
before He tells you?  Romans 12 says to, “Offer yourselves 
as a living sacrifice to God dedicated to His service.  Don’t 
conform to the standards of this world, but let God transform 
you.  Then you will be able to know the will of God, what is 
good and pleasing and perfect.”  If you dedicate yourself, offer 
yourself as a living sacrifice, then you will discover God’s will.  
His will is good, pleasing and it’s perfect.  “Perfect,” means it 
fits me, it matches me, it’s what I am to be, what I ought to be, 
could be and should be.  
   Scripture says to dedicate every part of my life.  I am to 
dedicate my time, talents, treasures, relationships, past, 
present, and future.  If you don’t, you’re never going to 
discover God’s plan for your life.  It says, “Don’t conform to 
the standards of this world.”  Why does He throw that in when 
He’s talking about God’s plan?  Most people miss God’s plan 
because they’re not looking at God, but looking at everybody 
else.  They’re watching what everybody else does.   
   Instead of looking to what others would say or do, “Let us 
strip off anything that slows us down or holds us back.  Let us 
run with patience the particular race that God has set before 
us.” (Heb. 12:1)  God has a particular life course for you to 
run.  If you’re always looking at other people you’re going to 
end up running their race.  God has a particular life race for 
you to run and nobody else can run it.  He tells us to focus on 
the race and lay aside all the excess baggage.  
   If I want to be fully prepared for the coming year, I must 
dedicate my life to God.  As a result of consecrating my life to 
Him I will know His plan; therefore, I can boldly run the race 
He has set for me.  Isn’t it great that God offers us a future 
free from fear?  This coming year can be lived in passion 
rather than panic because I have prepared for tomorrow as I 
consecrate my life to Him today.

   A new year is upon us.  Have you stopped to reflect on all 
the good things that have happened in your world?  How did 
God work in your church family this past year?    How can the 
work of the Holy Spirit be seen in your church family?  Is it 
evident that God is moving? Were lives transformed?  How 
many people came to know Jesus this past year because of the 
ministries and people in your church?  Were new ministries 
started this past year?   Can the church family say the world 
around them is a better place because they minister here?  If 
your church was not in your community, would the average 
person notice?  
   Let’s make a new commitment this year to pray for the lost, 
get training on how to reach the lost, make an effort to share 
Christ with lost people and seek to disciple those we win to 
Christ.  This is what God’s Plan for Sharing (GPS) is all about.  
It is doing the things we normally do in our church families, 
and is our State emphasis to give them priority and keep them 
before us.  Simply put, we need to pray, equip, sow and harvest 
throughout the year.  
   We have some great opportunities this coming year. My 
whole life revolves around the calendar and I am hoping to 
see you in meetings and activities around the state. The State 
Evangelism Conference is right around the corner.  You should 
have already received information by mail about this event. 
You will also read about the conference in this issue of the 
Messenger.  It is going to be terrific and I hope you will attend.  
The first part of the GPS media campaign, “Find It Here” will 
occur in March. You will be receiving information about our 
plans to be in Anchorage, the Valley, Fairbanks and Kenai with 
a special music group from the University of Mobile.  This 
exciting concert and rally will kick off the “Find It Here” 
campaign. Avalanche ’10 (youth evangelism conference) is 
March 12-13 and I am eager to be partnering with California 
Baptist University for that conference. Information and 
registration forms for that event have been sent to your pastor, 
so please check with him if you haven’t received it yet. April 
brings Easter, Vacation Bible School training clinics and the 
Ministers and Spouses Retreat. May includes a special tour 
with friends from Lifeway Christian Resources as we celebrate 
our Bible Study teachers and leaders.  We want to recognize 
and honor these hard working individuals in a very special 
way.  June brings us to Training Teens Today (T3) when our 
teens are taught to be leaders in the church.  I get exhilarated 
every time I look at my calendar because I see all the great 
things I get to do with the leaders and workers in our state! 
   I hope this new year will be fulfilling. I am making a personal 
commitment to be more intentional to share Christ wherever I 
go.  I have some great friends who need to know Christ and I 
am praying that I will get the opportunity to lead them to the 
Lord this year.  Who will you pray for this year?  
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calendar

January 2010
3-6 January Bible Study
17 Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
24 NAMB Commissioning Service
25-26 Evangelism Conference
27 ABC Executive Board Meeting 

February 2010
1-28 True Love Waits Emphasis
6 Yukon Quest Dog Race
7 Souper Bowl Sunday for Hunger Relief
14 Racial Reconciliation Sunday
15-21 Focus on wMu
24-27 Church Planter’s Forum
28-March 7 GPS Tour

March 2010
6 Iditarod Ceremonial Start
7 Iditarod Restart, Willow
7-14 Week of Prayer and Mission Study 
 and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
12-13 Avalanche ‘10
14 Daylight Savings Time begins
21 Substance Abuse Prevention Sunday
28 Start-a-Church Sunday
 Palm Sunday


